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Secrets of the Courts of Europe

An Old Ambassador's Revelations of the
Inner History of Famous Episodes

Heretofore Cloaked in Mystery

Chronicled fry ALLEN UPWARD

MADAME THE
(C-e-M-M-J- -i X- frfr8"fr

I hid called V take leave or the
ambassador 011 ay approaching de-
parture from Parte

"I am going to Insist tht you shall
stay here and di39.' he demanded.

"It you promts to excuse my (rock
coat to Madame, I accept with pleas-
ure." I ans tiered -- Djt en one condi-
tion before I leave, you must relate
to me that story ot jour experiences
In tho Quirinal, vhlch jou have somo- -

times hinted hal i more than usually
fuantle ending"

The amtassadsr failed at me In-- ,

-

J one In order to make an ally ot the
"In the first place." he began, "it ' beautiful Italian, It was first of all

Ii necesrsry that you should under- - cecessar) to establish between us a
stand that I am speaking of the time relation ot a more Intimate kind than
when I was in Rome as ambassador mere fr.endshlp. In the intereu of
to the kingdom of Italy. I had j France I prepared to make this sacrl-ceas- c

J to be tho friend of the pope. See. and to assume tor a time tho
but olcg to the strained character! tender character ot a lover,
of our relations with Italy. had not j "The opening which I sought was
been adittted to the Intimacy of Urn- - famished by Madame D'Urblno her-bert-

j self, who tad evldentatly perctlved
"The affair of w tlch I have promised ' that something was weighing on my

to speak occurred some years ago, not
long after my rn.val in Rome, In fact.
A state ball wa teiag held one night at
the palace, a fsinctiDn to which my
position, of course, made It necessary
that shsuld ba lavlted The scene
was a brilliant nns

"In tk center o' the nrleiMl saloon
stood King Umberto. his bluff mien "' cot "? lrat' !ae cJried 1th
cf country contrasting "1 deling 'At least you do not

with his elaborate military lleTe tt " ou la aar other
costume Itound ttm were grouped light than as a cherished friend,
tha r.fSc-r- . or hi i,3u.hnld. nr-- "I took her hand respectfully and
kling with uniforms and orders, and
the members of the government, with
Signor Crispi at their head.

"I arproached to pay my respects
to his Majesty prejared for the form
al greeting with wtlch be usually re-

ceived me To my surprise, his man-

ner exnibUed diking transforma
lion. He assume! i cordiai smile as
boon as he caughc zgat of me, stepped
forward two pac"". an honor usually
reserved fcr the p lnces of reigning
houses and extc3j;d both hands in
a hearty clasp of --ttlcome.

"Amazed at ths reception. let
my eye rove round mechanically, no-
ting the impression produced by this
condescension upoa the other mem-

bers ot the group The result was
curious Most of theso witnesses
were evidently surprised at what they
saw. but Signor Crlrji and one or two
others were lookirg on with smiling
faces, like the spectators
of ome comedy

"Not satisfid i this display of
ccrdiality, nsisted en detain-
ing me by bis side !na some minutes,
rt at ting familiar!) -- '.'Hit boar hunt
rbich had just tiVea place at nis
Caatle in the mou'lns

"'You must posi'1-el- y Join us next
time.' he raid, "it Is a spot which you
ought not to miss And besides, I

chensh the hope ut seeing more of
you than has jet l";a possible In this
wretched Homo, wtre one has not a
minute that is one', own.

"'You are too Eied. sire.' I re-

sponded "The honor which jou pro-

pose for me vould ie of all things
that which I should most desire.

"As I said these words. I again
glanced round me lly previous im-

pression was confirmed. Before I

had parted from the royal group I had
become convinced that there was some I

intrigue on iooi wuie-- ivurj uu,
viewed with Indifference by France,
and that an attempt was being made
to overcome my watchfulness.

"I passed on to tender my formal
homage to Queen Margharita. Her
Majesty, who on other occasions had
treated me with almost mortifying
coldness, confirmed "-- suspicions by
altering her mannej almost as much
as King Umberto bJSJ done. At the
game time I detected a certain em-

barrassment beneath this assumed
friendliness, which told me that this
queen really superior woman was
not altogether satisfied with the part
she had been instructed to play.

"Filled with apprehension, and vain-

ly trying to form some guess as to the
nature ot the mystery, was moving
distractedly through tie crowded ball-

rooms, when I suddecly caught sight
of one of ray few friends In the Italian
four- - This "was Madame la Con-teas- a

D'Tjrblno. one of the ladles in

waiting to Queen Margharita.
""Ms distinguished lady, who wan

believed to stand hlsh In her Maj-

esty's confidence, was at this time a
widow, having lost hr husband. Gen-

era! DUrblno, about a year beforo.
She was besides i vjman of extra-

ordinary fascination, possessed of
beauty which would have commanded
homage la any statins. When tell
yon that I, who am as yon know indif-

ferent to women, wars not prepared to

resist this charming Julian, you will

norreive what she Q3Jt have been.
-- It is true that I isd a particular

raottro for cultivating ber friendship.
In the Isolated posMan in which I

found myself. I foresaw that she
might be able to rend--r me the great-

est services. A diplomatist has no
acruples. and perhaps did not suff-

iciently reflect on lis fatal conse-eruenc-

which my attentions might

bavo for the susceptiKs nature ot the
general's widow.
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AMBASSADRESS
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"You will eas!!y Imagine-tha- t I was

not long In making my way to her
side, on this occasion. Sho greeted
me with tenderness and we found
our way to a secluded corner where
there was a bench under the. shadow
of an olive, and tat down.

By this time I Lad resolved upon
my course of action. This was to en-

list Madame D Urbino on my side. It
possible, and through her to ascertain
the truth as to the danger which I
believed to threaten France. The situ- -

ation, as ou realize was a delicate

raina.
You are silent this evening, my

friend.' she remarked. "Perhaps you
have had news which has distressed
you.

" 'You are too good to Interest your
self In me' I responded, assuming a
melancholy tone.

raised It to my lips
"Your friendship will always re-

main my most prized possession,' I
answered, even If the troubles which
1 foresee between our countries should
force me to resign the hope of ever
obtaining a warmer place in your re-

gard.'
"Madame D Urbino turned on me a

look of consternation. It was easy to
see that she was ignorant of what-

ever was en foot.
"'But. ny friend, what you zay Is

Incredible" she exclaimed. 'What are
these troubles which you apprehend'

"'Ask Queen Margharita,' I retorted
with bitterness Her Majesty Is la the
secret of this affair, of which as yet I

have been able to learn nothing defin-

ite.' I affected to hesitate for a mo-

ment, and then, as if yielding to an
Impulse. I cried out 'Ah If you could
enable me to understand, and perhaps
to remove this peril what a service
you would render to the cause of
peace to our friendship'

"The beautiful widow retained
enough shrew dneis to perceive the
seriousness of my remark.

"'It would be difficult for you to
ask me anyth'ng which I should be
capable of refusing, she murmurmed,
with some relucUnce.

"I pressed her elegant hand which
I had omitted to relinqu sh

'Ah" I T-- you say
encourages me to look forward to the
time when I shall ask something of
real Importance

"She wavered
"'But are jou net asking me, In

effect, to aid you against my own
country?' she said, as If In doubt.

"'And If I were I demanded, taking
possession of her hand 'Do I not at
tho same time ask if you have a re-

gard for me which Is stronger than,,,, -- .m0,i0
"And again I ventured upon a tender

salute."
Tho ambaador was so much over-

come by these touching reminiscences
that it was some time before he could
continue.

"In a few minutes everything was
arranged. Lucia that Is to say,
Madame D Urblno undertook to
penetrate the secret of what was go-

ing forward, and to assist me in the
struggle I foresaw.

"Wo decided that it would be Im-

prudent for her to communicate with
me by letter. Instead, we arranged
that every afternoon at fivo o'clock,
when she was relieved from her at-

tendance on tho queen, she should
drive up and down the Corso, the most
crowded street In Rome, where a meet-
ing between us would have the ap-

pearance of chance, and would thus
provoke no suspicion.

"I passea the next few days In a
state of the keenest anxiety. Each
afternoon at tho hour agreed I took
my way to the Corso, and at last
one afternoon she signaled she had
important news.

"It was impossible for us to stop
our carriages In this narrow and
crowded thoroughfare. I therefore
alighted from mine, and walked along
to meet that of the countess as she
turned. In this way our encounter ex-

cited no attention from passers by.
My friend caused her carriage to halt
for a moment and Invited me to enter,
and then, as I placed myself by her
side, we drove slowly on, exchanging
bows with our acquaintances along
the route.

"In the meantime we conversed In
tones too low to oe beard. Like all
women, Madame D'Urblno commenced
by demanding flattery as the price of
her services

"'It is easy to see that It Is cot
for the sake of our friendship that

yuu imkM mane your way to me so
eagerly, tho said, as I ilxed a question-
ing look upon her

"1 cl.anr.cd my look to one ot ten-cl- e

-- .
" And how do you know that this

anxk'y with which jou reproach mo
Is not assumed. I retorted, 'as an ex-

cuse to cultivate jour friendship per-
haps to test Its strength?

"Sim lowered her superb eyelashes
"There Is no necessity for that,'

tho uurmured softly.
"I caught nt her hand, but she with

drew It swiftly, and at once gave tho
conversation a practical turn.

"I have discovered two things, my
friend. It Is for jour sagacity to detect
the connection between them In tho
first place, the Due d Ural Is secretly
in Homo as tt'C envoy of the Comte do
Chambord, In tho second, a military
expedition Is preparing for some placo
abroad.

"This was sufficiently alarming I
knew the restless character of tho
late pretender to the French throno
too well not to suspect at onco that
some serious conspiracy underlay
these circumstances

"I must know more than this." I
answered, frowning 'I must ascertain
tho object ot the duke's mission, and
also tho destination ot this expedition '

"Madame DUrblno regarded me
gravely

"'I anticipated that you would say
so, she answered, and I nave tnougnt
of a way by which jou may achieve
jour object. But, In tho first place,
does the Due D Ural know your

"'I believe not,' I replied, wondering
what was In her mind 'But In any
cae I should have no difficulty in suffi
clcntly altering my appearance to de-

ceive an ordinary observer.'
"That Is enough, I will tell you

what I propose The duke's negotia-
tion Is being carried on through the
medium of Queen Margharita, who
has appointed mo to receive him and
Introduce him privately Into her Maj-

esty's apartments He will como there
tonight at half past ten. What I pro-
pose is this that you should come
there beforehand, and let mo admit
you Into one of the anterooms Then
en the duke's arrival I will bring him
In to you He will be made to think

"And Hew Can I On

that you. have been deputed by the
queen to draw up the beads of an
agreement, and in this way jou will
be able to extract from him cvwy-thln- g

he knows.'
"'Ah, my friend, what brilllaste,

what Invention'' I exclaimed, as ebe
unfolded her admirable plan. Deivad
upon my using this opportunity to
the best advantage But, In the mean-
time, is there no way of discovering
the truth about theso military prepar-
ations?'

"'I have thought of that, too. I
have a nephew In the army, a lieuten-
ant in the Sardinian Cuirassiers. I
will approach the queen with a request
that he. may be given a chance of
winning glory en this expedition, and
I may be able to extract some hint
as to its destination.

"I could do nothing but press the
hand of this admirable woman In silent
gratitude. She was Indeed born for
the diplomatic serlvce.

"Shortly afterwards we separated.
On returning home I found waiting
for me a cipher dispatch from Genoa
reporting that a large number of
transports were being equipped, but
that the use to which they wero to
be put was being kept a profound
secret. So far, therefore, the Intelli-
gence of the countcs3 was confirmed.

"A little before half past ten that
night I presented myself at one of the
side entrances to the Quirinal, which
Madame DUrblno had Indicated to
me. A porter in plain clothes admit-
ted mc, and brought me up a private
staircase into my friend's presence.
After a brief conversation, of a char-
acter which would not interest you.
she led me Into another room, and
left me to wait for the arrival of the
Comte de Chambord's cmlstary.

"A few minutes passed In profound
silence, and then a curtain was lilted

ana a second personage came in. No
sooner had I caught sight of his face
than I gave a start which it was for-
tunate that he did not perceive. The
fact Is that the countess had been
frightfully Imposed upon. The man
whom I saw before mo was 'Henri V
the Comto de Chambord In person!

"It was Indeed fortunate that I had
disguised myself, for I was perfectly
well known to tho count, with whom
I had once had an extraordinary ad-
venture. Fortunately ho was not In
a suspicious mood He bowed slightly
as I rose at bis entrance, and placed
himself In a chair, giving me per-
mission by a nod to do tho same.

"'I understand that the queen has
appointed you to settle the prelimin-
aries of the contracts, Signor,' he began
in very good Italian

"I replied In tho same language, the
better to disguise my voice. Of course
I bad cot tho faintest idea what con-
tract he referred to

"'Her Majesty has commanded mo
to receive jour Instructions In tho
matter," I replied.

"Ho nodded.
"'I understand There Is of course

tho question of the dowry.'
"Again I could scarcely conceal

my agitation So there was a ques-
tion of a marriage beneath this mjs-terlo-

visit to Home and of a mar-
riage which tho French republic could
not view with Indifference.

'The count proceeded.
"Tho sum which I authorize you to

mention to the queen Is twenty mil-
lions of francs But jou will no doubt
remind ber Majesty that the real
dowry which my daughter brings to
tho house of Savoy Is the friendship
of the Legitimists of Europe'

"I began to understand It was,
without doubt, the beautiful Princess
Clotllde. the belle of Europe, whose
marriage was In agitation Nor bad I
any real doubt as to the bridegroom
who was proposed for her, when 1

said:
""I shall repeat jour observations.

sire But the amount jou name Is
liberal The duke of Naples is not an
extravagant prince"

"By "he way in which this name
was received I saw my guess must be
correct. This young man, the heir to

That?" She Murmured.

the Italian throne, had not yet found
a bride, owing to the stubborn veto
Imposed by tho pope on any attempt
to ally him with one of tho reigning
Catholic families. I could only sup-
pose that the Count de Chambord had
resolved to brave the pope's displeas-
ure, under some powerful temptation
perhaps the aid of an Italian army!

"It was necessary to push my ques-
tioning further, though the Comte was
evidently growing impatient.

"'Doubtless you will desire me to
say something to tho Queen on the
subject of France?" I asked respect-
fully.

""It s unnecessary. I am satisfied
with the moral support which my
cause will derive from this union with,
the Italian monarchy '

"Scarcely had he gone when Madame
D'Urblno presented herself before me
in a state of considerable agitation.

"'I have found the object of the
expedition!' she cried out, giving me
no time to question her. 'I have Just
left Queen Margharita, who has al-

lowed me to tnow that Is la to land
in Tripoli.'

"This news came on mo like a flash
of lightning, revealing all that had
hitherto remained obscure In this tor-

tuous intrigue. Tho whole of Signor
Crispi's little plot stood clear. By
marrying the pnnce ot Naples to the
daughter of the French Pretender he
would furnish the republic with a new
and most powerful motive for not de-

siring war with Italy, and would thus
place himself in a position to deal
an effective counterstroke to our occu-
pation of Tunis by carrying out a
similar annexation In the neighboring
territory of TrlpolL

"France held In check, there was no
other power which would or could in-

terfere. England was no doubt a con-

senting party to the scheme, wbiek

would provide her with a friendly buf-
fer between tho French in Tunis and
her own troops In Egypt.

'Tbero was no time to lose In frus-
trating this design I took a hurried
farewell of Madame D'Urblno, and re-

turned to tho embassy. Thence, after
resuming my ordinary appearance. I
hastened round to my colleague at
the Vatican embassy, and poured out
the whole tale into his startled cars
Together wo rushed off to wait upon
the president ot tho Sacred Congrega-
tion, Cardinal Fratclla.

"The cardinal received us wl'h evi-

dent surprise. It being contrary to all
etiquette that an ambassador to the
Quirinal, as I was, should hold direct
communication with the Vatican. But
It did not need many words for me
to justify my Intrusion.

"At the conclusion of my story the
cardinal fell back In horror.

""Never! such black duplicity!' he
gasped out. And then, bringing down
his clenched fist upon the arm of his
chair, ho added: 'I thank jou, M

I Ambassadeur, for jour Information.
Rest assured that the marriage shall
not be carried out. even if his holl
ncss has to excommunicate the bride
and bridegroom!"

"Satisfied with this emrhatic dec-

laration, I took my depart jj. It was
not without a certain am-'in- t of ma
Uclous amusement that I pictured to
myself the meeting next day between
the pope tnd 'Henry V.'

"But my task was not yet done. I

had to see Signor Crispi, and prevent
this Tripoli expedition before It was
too late. I parted from my colleague,
and drove alone to the residence of
trjp prime minister.

"Late as was tho hour, thjre were
still some people In tho street, and a
solitary newsboy tried to sell me his
last paper as I dismounted from my
carriage. I bought it out cf comp3- -

slon for the starving wretch, and,
crumpling It up in my hand, made
ny way up tho steps of the palazzo

"Fortunately Signor Crlspl had not
yet retired and on my name being an-

nounced, he at once ordered mo to be
admitted

"'Well. M l'Ambassadeur,' he said,
rising to shake hands with me. 'I
trust it Is nothing untoward which
procures me the pleasure of this visit
at such an hour''

"'Not in the least, my dear Signor
Crlspl,' I replied with my most friend-
ly smile. 'On the contrary, I have
come here to give jou a piece of in-

formation for which I expect you to
thank me."

"With these word3 I sat down in
the chair which he had placed for me
and crosaed my legs with the air of
having come for a friendly chat.

"But the Sicilian was not deceived
I saw a quick look of apprehension
come into his eye and depart again
as he forced himself to assume an
indifferent air.

"'It Is too good of you to give
yourself this trouble,' he muttered,
glancing at a document which lay be-

fore him, and over which he had
thrust a piece of blotting paper at my
entrance.

"'Is this information of which you
speak of such a nature that it will not
keep until tomorrow ?' he inquired w ith
an affectation of weariness which con-

cealed a very real anxiety.
"That depends on how far things

have gone," I answered cautiously.
'However, you know me, and jou
know It is my character to be open
to a fault '

"Here Cnepl gave me a sly glance.
"'I have to tell you that this mar-

riage which jou are arranging for the
prince of Naples will not bo permitted
to take place."

"Crispi in vain endeavored to con-

ceal his consternation. He bad evi-
dently not expected to find me o
well Informed.

"'Explain yourself, M. l'Ambassa-
deur," he said curtly, as soon as he
had recovered himself. "This mar-
riage of which you speak "

"'This marriage between tho prince
and the daughter ot the Comto de
Chambord," I put in, completing bis un-

finished sentence. This marriage
whl,ch has been endeavored to be con-

cealed from Leo XIII, but of which his
holiness Is fully aware, and which he
has announced his Intention to frus-
trate at all costs.

"The minister's face fell. Ho gave
me a despairing glance, and for, one
instant permitted his secret thoughts
to escape him:

" 'Why did j ou not come to mo first,
before going to tho pope? Perhaps
we might have made a deal.'

"Tho next Instant he bad resumed
the official mask.

"I do not, ot course, admit that
any such marriage was In contempla-
tion,' he observed. "Nevertheless I
note what you say as to its impossi-
bility. Is there anything which jou
desire to add?'

"'Merely this, my dear Signor Crispi,
that the discovery of such an intrigue
has made me take a view perhaps un-

duly suspicious of the armament you
are preparing for service abroad.'

"This time the Sicilian showed no
confusion. He had no doutt suspected
all along that this was tho object of
my visit-- At the same time be made
no attempt to disclaim the existence
of theso preparations, a circumstance
which I noted with some alarm.

" 'Let mo assure you that this arma-
ment covers no purpose hostile to
France,' was all he said. It is exclu-

sively an affair of the private Inter-
ests of Italy.'

"'I am glad to hear It,' I said
gravely. 'Then I may assure my gov-

ernment that the expedition which you
are fitting out is not destined for Trip-
oli r

"A deep frown crossed his face as
I pronounced this word.

"'M. le Baron, yon know-- too much!'

MJtJ- - iw-ktJ!!- t Eyr sfe
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he exclaimed harshl. 'Tour rcles ar
too Ingenious; do not let me catch
them!' Then, calming hlmsJJt by a
effort, he went on:

" 'in any case It Is too late to make
objections. By this time the fleet
te already entering the straits ot Mes-
sina.'

"I trembled as I listened to this au-

dacious declaration. You will perceive
the gravity of the crisis It was, aa
I bavo said since, tho case of the
cannon ball and the leg Signor Crls-
pl s object was to convince me that
the cannon ball had commenced to
rollj It was for me to establish on
tho contrary that it had not, and that
France had put her foot down In the
way.

The fleet may have started, but it
Is not too lato to alter ito destlna- -' conditions and happier homes. Quick

tlon,' I replied with firmness "It will
' communication ranks as the great fac-b- e

necessary for jou to telegraph at tor ln tno universal dissemination of

once. I notify you that France will Where good roads abound
look upon an invasion ot Tripoli as
an attack upon herself.'

"Crispi turned pale Ho saw the
prlzt ot his stealthy preparations ship-
ping from his grasp Hut his resources
were not jet exhausted.

"'I Implore jou to withdraw your
notification, he said earnestly. Tho
object of the expedition Is already pub- -
He. To Gazette of Rome has to-- '

celved tn" official Intimation, and It
Is no doubt already ln type '

"'Are jou sure of what you oay?'
I reionded with a meaning glance dl--
rected at the. half hidden document '

upon tho table 'You have no douht
prepared the official notice, but per-
haps It has uot been dirpatched?

"Crlspl started
"'You tre Indeed omniscient,' he

murmured with bitterness 'But after
all the Gazette Is of no conseouenca. '

The secret of the expedition ! already
publlc propertj a paragraph on the
subject appeared ln the last edktlja

I of the Bocca dl Roma this evening.'
For a moment I was staggered. II

this were 60 the cannon ball had In-

deed berua to roll and to stnn it wnulrt
mean war While I was hesitating 5

suddenly recollected the papr which
had been thrust upon me by the news--
boy outside I unfolded It and glanced
at the name. It was a copy of the
Bocca dl Roma

"Th'n ensued a strange scene WItS
trembling hands I spread out the

sheet casting my eye down
column after column while the prime
minister of Italy sat back ln his chair
watching me the beads of persplra- -
tlon rolling down his forehead. And
W3r between two mighty nations, a
war perhaps involving half Europe
and the lives of millions of men, bring
on the outcome.

"At last I found tho miserable par- - rood roads builders. It will also
on whicn so much depend cllltate touring, ln Itself a valuable

ed No sooner had mj eye fallen ssset for any
upon the heading than I drew a deep It Is interesting to noto that In 1913
sigh of relief. It read. 'Expedition Ohio had the largest mileage of im-t-o

Africa ' J proved roads of any state in the Union
'I read the paragraph through, laid 'with 28,312 miles. Indiana was n

tho paper, and looked Crlspl In nd and New York third Illinois was
the face 5eventh with 9,000 mile3 While New

""It Is not too late to alter the goal York can claim the greatest progress
of your after all," I said. in road building from 1909 to 1913,

There are other places in Africa be-- having built nearly 10 000 miles in
sides Tripoli, and the Invasion ot that time, I feel that the work Call-whlc- h

will not mean war with France, j ornia Is now doing probably puts that
tor naif an hour longer he resist- -

ed, argued and implored. But I stood
firm as a rock At last he gave way.
A wire was sent that night to Reggio
to Intercept the squadron, and In ihe
morning the people of Italy learned
that they were to acquire a colony on
the shores of the Red sea.

"Of course I did not then foresee
the disasters that wero la otore for
this colony, on which I persuaded
Crispi to seize as an alternative to
Tripoli. But I had done my duty,
and am not responsible for the re-
sults."

"Surely that Is not all you have to
tell me?" I remonstrated, as my host
showed no sign of What
of that charming Mme. D Urbino, in '

whom you have interested me ea
strongly?"

His first frowned and
then smiled.

"You have done well to remind me
of the sequel to this adventure," he re-
marked graciously. "I have already
repeated to you tho prime minister's
savage threat It appears that my
friendship for Mme DUrblno had al-
ready excited attention among the
busybodies of the Quirinal, and It was
not difficult for our enemies to guess
something or the truth.

"In effect, a few days later I re-
ceived a message from the countess
requesting my attendance at the pal-
ace. On my arrival I found my beau-
tiful friend ln tears. She had Just
left the presence of tho queen, who
had upbraided her bitterly with her
friendship for the enemies of her coun-
try.

"The queen will never forgive me,
I am certain," said the unhappy count-
ess, after describing the scene to mo.
'Moreover, she has made It Impossi-
ble for us two to meet again. Her
majesty went so far as to say that
she could no longer consider me an
Italian.'

""Her majesty Is right," I answered
boldly, "and there Is only ono rem-
edy for such a state ot things. Yon
must acquire French nationality.'

" 'And how can I do that? she mur-
mured ln confusion.

"I took her hand in mine.
" 'By becoming the wife of a French-

man!'
"And this time it was not merely

her hand which I kissed."
Hardly had his excellency pro-

nounced these words when the door
opened and a graceful and accom-
plished woman came in. smiling.

"Allow mo to present to you," said
the courtly old man, "Madame the Am-

bassadressformerly Mme. DTJr-bino!- "

THE END.
(Copyright. Ja U. 3. and Great Britain.)

ROAD
BUILDING

GREAT BENEFIT TO FARMERS

'knowledge

communltj-- .

expedition,

proceeding.

excellency

Three-Hou- r Trip to Town Cut Down to
Thirty Minutes by Advent of

Gasoline Motor Car.

(By U J OLLIEIU
The prosperity ot a state depends

largely upon good roads. They mean
cheaper transportation, better living

Bectionalism cannot exist.
The desire for good roads leading to

a city that those with automobiles
could have a greater pleasurable tour-
ing radius first brought the matter
prominently to the fore as a good
roads movement with automobile back-lln- g

Gradually tho farmer, antagonistic
at first, began to take an interest.
w'th good roads and an automobile
he could cut down the three hour trip
to town to perhaps thirty minutes.

Good roads brought the doctor
quicklj at a time when minutes were
precious Good roads and an automo- -

bile took the family to town In the
evening, something unheard of before,
or to visit a friend or relative in a
distant part of the county When
farmers learned that other farmers

ere doing these things, that good
roads and automobiles made them pos- -

sible, then they, too, desired good
roads for their own count j

By means of the telephone and
quick motor truck delivery the farmer
Is now able to top the market. He
can rush his produce to market at the
rlsht moment to command the best
Prlce 15ut ne coula not ao ll were ""
roads not el1 bulIt and in good re"
pair Consequently the farmer is now
most active in the agitation for good
roads and jealous of any legislative.
power delegated to Irresponsible au
thornier

While in time every road should be
a good road, jet all the work cannot
be done at once Therefore the au
thorities who are building roads
should see that each one Is linked to
mother to make continuous highways
The advantage of this lies in the fact
that the main arteries of travel will
then first receive the attention ot the

state in the lead I have just returned
from California and am amazed at tho

&

!f?

Gravel Road Near Richmond, Ind.

wonderful way In which this stato 13

taking hold of good roads work.
Three years ago California appro-

priated $18,000,000 for good roads.
The various counties each aDpropri-ite- d

in addition from $230.00" to
for the Improvement of coun-

ty roads which are feeders to the main
highways. Los Angeles county has
ver 100 miles of improved roads By

September one will be able to drive
Trom Los Angeles to San Francisco by

the coast route and return by the val-

ley route over continuous good roads
a boulevard 1.000 miles ln length.
Tho same agitation that brought

California its appropriation for good

roads is now being waged elsewhere
ihrouchout tho West. In some places
actual work is ln progress. The state
cf Utah has passed favorably upon an
Improved road that eventually will be
part of one all the way from the Yel-

lowstone National park to the Grand
canyon of the Colorado river ln Ari-con-a.

In the East New York Is working
nut its good roads plan and I am in-

terested In the efforts Illinois Is mak-
ing to improve its roads.

Work for Convicts.
If set to work on our public high-

ways the convicts ln our prisons would
go out Into the world after their sen-

tences are fulfilled better qualified to
take their places as self respecting
men and stronger mentally, morally
Lnd physically. This aspect of the
good roads subject is receiving con-

stantly Increasing attention.


